THE  EVIDENCE  OF  THE  POEMS
of worship have reported his uprightness in dealing,
which argues his honesty, and his facetious grace
in writing, that approves his wit."
Says Slater: " It has been said that this apology
was made to Shakespere; although Chettle expressly
states that it was to one of the three authors,
Marlowe, Peele, and Lodge, to whom Greene had
addressed his warning." It was, as Fleay pointed
out, no doubt to Marlowe to whom Chettle apolo-
gised; and we may add, that the "divers of
worship" probably included Marlowe's friends,
Raleigh and Walsingham.
It is safer to accept that the first work produced
by Shakespeare was Venus and Adonis (published
1593), dedicated to the Earl of Southampton as
"the first heire of mine invention." In order to
support the theory that Shakspere of Stratford com-
menced to write in 1592 or even 1591, it has to be
explained that by "first heire" he meant, not his
first composition, but Ids fast publication (Chambers).
Incidentally neither Mrs. Stopes (Life of Southamp-
ton) nor Captain Ward could find any evidence of
friendship between the Earl and Shakspere.
The alternative view is that the poem was
written by Oxford in collaboration with Bacon,
and dedicated to the Earl of Southampton, then
engaged to his daughter Elizabeth; and that the
words "the first heire of mine invention" implied
his first work under the invented pseudonym of
Shakespeare or Shake-speare.